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Abstract:
A new kind of ship is taking to the seas making the maritime fraternity wonder what to make of it. Is
it safe? How will it get along with other vessels and smaller crafts in the vicinity? Will it really shake
up the maritime transportation business? What impact will it have on the seafaring profession? Is
there a legal framework in place to allow autonomous shipping? These are some of the questions
demanding answers about autonomous shipping. But the most intriguing thought that is crossing
the minds of maritime professionals is whether autonomous shipping will happen at all and if so,
how soon? This paper presents an overview of the current status of development and the possible
pros and cons of this apparently fanciful mode of maritime transportation.
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